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INTRODUCT ION AND PURPOSE

This study was undertaken in order to provide an up-to-date
Inventory of oufdoér recreafion‘facilifies for use In a variety of.
blanning projeéTglaﬁd publications. fhe data presented n Delaware
did not repfesenf é single yeaf anq had not beén fully updated since
1967, Further, cerTa{n areas were‘noficeabjy weak, especially
educafiohal, private and Qrbén facﬁlifies. This repOff is intended to
update the previous information and fillvin the gans as of April 30, 1972.

Data of Tﬁis Type-are ﬁeeded in the Urban Recreation Needs Study now
being prepared by the Sféfe Planning Offlce and as Input to the State's .
parficipa+lon in the FirszSTaTe Resource Conservation and Development
Project sponsored by the U..S. Department of Agriculture., I+ will also
be useful in the updafing of the State Development Plan and in development
of procedures for allocation of State recreation grants-in-aid.

The majority of informafion.ih this report was developed from a
variety of sources, Including the Department of.Nafural Resources'and
Environmental Contro!, the U. S. Departments of Interior and Agriculture,
and the New Castle County and City of Wilmington Parks and Recreafjén

Departments. ‘Their assistance !s appreciated.



I NVENTORY

fn order to more fully explore-+he féasibillfy of réalizing these
potentials and to provide +hé backgfound dafa.for preparation of plans and
programs,'iT'ié necessary to examine the nature and éx+enf of present
facilities and programs. Thfé‘fﬁvenfo}y is a bdmpilaffon of data on recreation
tacilities at all levels bf'public aé+iyi*y as well as those provided through
privafe'aqd quasi-public sources, This section also provides a summary of
current recreation programs, inélﬁding both financial assistance and
organizeq recreafién‘ééfiviftés, proQided b?_public'and private agencies

and sponsors.

" Inventory of,Public Areas Used for
Oufqoor Recreafion Under Federal Control

The Federal governmehj has approximaTely'29,7OO acres of Delaware land
In recreation uses. These lands are administered by either the Department

of the Army, Corps of Engineers or the Department of the Interior, Bursau of

Sport Fisherles énd'Wildlife, Fish and Wildlife Services.

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Ki lcohook Wildlife Refuge

As a result of the dredging operation to maintain a navigable water
¢hannel in the Delaware River in 1934, a large area (1,487 acres) known as Kil-
cohook National Wildlife Refuge was formed on the New Jersey side of the Rlver,
Though this area is physically attached to New Jeréey, a court, establishing

the Delaware-New Jersey boundary, ruled that Delaware's sovereignty extended



to the low water mark of the eastérn shore of the Delaware River. This makes
any fill area along this boundary a part of Delaware. While the refuge is
of no value to Delaware residents as a recrea+ion area duevTo 1ts location
on the opposite side of the River, It does make available breeding grounds

for water fow! and small animals.

Bombay Hook National Wild!ife Refuge

The Bombay Hock:Refuge, established in 1937, Is oﬁe of several sfopping
places located at strategic points along the Atlantic Flyway from Canada
to the Gulf of Mexico. Tf‘is situated approximéfely eighfvmiles northeast
of Dover.

The Refuge is compriséd‘bf 16,280'a¢res, of which about 10,500 acres are
tidal marshiand. - The rest of the area includes 1,200 acres of Impounded fresh
water pools, brush and Timbefed swamps, l,OOO'acres'éf crop lands, and
Timbéred grassy upland.

The recreational uses of the areas Include nature study, photography,
slghfseeing, dog field trails (fwo in the fall and one lﬁ the spring), and
hunting on a limited basis, (3,000 acres on which 12 blinds are erected
and épen for use three days pér week for geese and archery type deer hunting).
Observation towers, nature trails, restrooms, picni¢ tables, and an information

booth are provided.

Primehook National Wildlife Refuge
Primehocok National Wlldlife_Refgge, es*ablished in 1963 under a plan coor-
nated with local agencies and Interests, cpnfinues toward a proposed 10,000 acres

to be completed in the next ten yéars. It now contains 6,655 acres.



Primehook Refqge.will Inc!ude a conservation education building, nature study
facillfie; and development to allow hikihg, fishing, -boat launching, plc- .

nicking, hunting, and dog fleld trials.

U.’S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
' CheSapeéké and Delaware Canal

Thé'Corps of Engineers Ié lndiréﬁfly anolved IB outdoor recreation by
virtue of haying the resbéhsibflify‘of.mainféiningrwaferway navigation
channels such as the Chesapeake and DelawareCCanal;_‘To acéomplish this
reéponsibili#y, land has been acquired for the disposition of spolls on
elther side of the channel. 5,271 acres of land have been acquired for this
use (however, these are licensed to Delaware Natural Resources and |
Environmental Control, Division of Fish and Wildlife for management).

The hydraqlic fill of fhese_areas presents a hazard for a time.after the
operation is completed. Subsoi!l conditions do not permit raplid leaching of
liquids, aquwlng a hard crust to form over the top which will not usually
support a person's weight. Therefore, these fill areas are excluded from
public use until test borings indicate that conditions are safe.

In spite of the iimiTafions‘and restrictions, the lands adjacent to the
canal were visited by some 32,000 people during 1967. Boating and fishing
appear to be the mos+t popular uses of the canal, while the land provides
hiking, picnicking, photography and sightseeing. As areas are designated
safe for public use, the Corps of Englneers licenses these areas to the
Déparfmenf of Natural Resources and Environmental Confrol for the hunting

of small game and for various recreational uses. Such areas are open to the
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public wifﬁ"fhé same seasonal controls of any other pub[ic.hunflng ground.
These activities in fﬁe winter months coupled with the summer activities
year rou‘nd‘o_u’rdqor recr;eafion facl Iiﬂes.

fhe Cérps.of Englneers»fs:alsé.Eesponsible for establishing and maintaining
the depths of certaln canals-énd ?ﬁannéls comprising of, or accessory to, the
Delaware segment of the “flnland -W;ﬁerw'ay" and other heavily uséd or necessary
inlets, bays‘énd rfver coursés."The areas are an infegral segment of Delaware's
oquoof recreation endeavor;.asAfth‘aJ!ow for maximum recreational boating

opporTuni%ies.
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Inventory of Public Areas Used for
Outdoor Raecreation Under State Control

Sfafe-OQned Land

Approximately 34,68i a@rgs of State-owned land pnd wéTér areas are
avai lable for outdoor recreaffon éndlhisfbricql review, .Fiye separate
S+afe agéncles or d%visloﬁs administer fhesé lands.:v

Alfhouéh‘some_34,681'acres‘of_s+§+e-owned land and water are available
for outdoor rec?gafion, ményjqf fhe;areas have cqnfrqlled qsés Imposed upon
them by The‘adminlsfgriqg agency. These resfr[cf}ons ér§ not intended to
be defefrenfs to other +9pés of”recreafion; however, each land holding
agency has a specific public funcf[op and must dedicate the pfiméry qée
of land to *his_'fqnc'ﬂon. In most cases as will be shown throughout the . |
lnvenfory!repof*, ofﬁer.ﬁﬁn-éonf{iéfing recrea+ion_uses are af!owed and
often fostered. To ﬁéf#er iiIUS+ra¢e this point, eaéﬁ-of the land holding
agencies listed Is described as to [ts primary fun;flon, its land ho!dfngé

and the permissible uses.

Historic and Prehistoric Resources

The Division of Archives and Cultural Affaifs of the Depaffmenf of State
{s charged with the responsibility to preserve and maintain, for posterity,
all matters of public record. Nokmally this mandate woujd not, to a gfeaf
exfgnf, éffecf outdoor recreation; howeQer,'fhe aw esfabf!shing the former
ArcHlves Commission further states:

"to prevent the further loss of part of our National
heritage and culture through the deterioration ér
neglect of historic buitdings, sites or objects

within this State, the Public Archives Commission

may survey, examine, select for preservation, acqulre,
repair, restore, operate and make available for

public visitation and use such historic buildings,
sites or objects as it may deem worthy of preservation
In the best public interest for the fulfillment of this
subchapter..." o



This law sti1| has significance for the action of the Dlvision as regards
the public utilization of s}gh!ffcanf historlc and cultural areas.

Under this section of fhb law.’*he'DlQISioh-of Archlves and Culfural
Affairs enters the field of recreation. The Division adminlsférs 17 areas
of naflqnal-énd/or sfafewlde’hisfﬁrlcalzand pféhisforlc lmpprtén&e;.a few
areas contain two items of historic importance. _Aiéo,nfhere'aré two ¢asé§
where fhé.land is not owned by 1h§’vaisién; hoWeQer, leases or other iega!
agreements have been esfabifshed'wffhvfﬁe preséﬁf ownef((in each case
anofhef public bodY).' o | | |

The Division of Afchfvesvahd.CulfufafiA%fafrs is feviewing and studying
other areas and builalngs'bf hafiQnal and s%a#ewidé‘signifléance in order

to ald in the establishment of a complete Hfsforﬁc Reglster.



TABLE 1

Areas Administered by the Division of

Archives and Cultural Affairs

May 1972
- _ v Area Under
Historic : Agency
Site S In_Acres
The Lindens T G
Plank House - ‘ 2.0
State Museum
Presbyterian o : ~
Church - : k 1
John Dickinson _
Mansion =~ 1843
Fort Christina . S
Monument? ‘ 0.9
Old Sussex ' : ;
County Courthouse 0.2

Fisher House
(White Meadow : .
Mansion) - 0.5

Allee House . : O.O3

Samue! Davies House
Sign of the Buck

Tavern . 5.0
Buena Vista | v 51.9

WOodburn4 _ 1.7

Signtficant!
Construction
Date

1765
1744

1790
1790
1938

1793

1722
1750
1708
1750
1840's

1790

" I1n some cases exact dates of construction are not available by record;

most accepted date Is shown here.

2 The monument, erected in 1938, was to commemorate the landing of +he

first Swedes in 1638.

3 The land area is under Federal ownership (Bombay Hook National Wildlife
Refuge) with a twenty year renewable lease to the State of Delaware,

4 Presently, the Governor's House-Areas not used as ||V|ng quarfers are

open to the public.



TABLE 1 (continued)
~Historic
Site
0ld Robinson House
Early Swedish Block
Housed

Abbotts Mill .

Octagonal
School

Lowber House

Old New Castle
County Court House

Island Field Sited

Hale Byfnes House

Totat

Area_Under
- Agency
. ln-Acres

.2

" 0.06

2.8
5.0

1.0

93.3%

Significant
Construction
Date
1723

1654

18807
1838 -
1774

1732
700-1000 A.D.

lBefore 1752

> Belleved to be the oldest building in the Delaware Valley.
6 Land is owned by the Department of Natural Rescurces and Envnronmenfal

Control,

7 Date is very indefinite but it is believed to be during the early 1880's
8 Major archeological find estimated to have been occupied in 700 A.D.
9 Excludes 3.5 acres used for record storage.
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STATE OF DELAWARE

SCALE N MILES
0 4 10

OUTDOOR RECREAT‘ON AREAS ADMINISTERED
BY THE DIVISION OF ARCHIVES AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

1. 01d Robinson House and Early Swedish
Biock House . ‘
5. Fort Christina Monument -
3. Hale Byrnes House
4. O1d New Castle County Court House
5. Buena Vista
6. Samuel Davies House and Sign of the
Buck Tavern
7. The Lindens and Ptank House
8. Atlee House .
9. Octagonal School
10. Woodburn 4
11. State Museum and Presbyterian Church
12. John Dickinson Mansion
13. Lowber House
14. lsland Field Site
15. Abbotts Mild
16. Old Sussex County Court House -
©47. Fisher House {(White Meadow Manston)
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State Forests

Over 6,300 acres are under the administration of the Forestry éec;ioh,
State Division of Parks, ﬁecfeafion and Forestry.

The purpose of the Section is fo manage and maintain State forests to
the best advantage of fhe Sfafe} The agency Has been further adviséd to:

"...Set aside wiThinvfhe State forests, unusual or
historic groves of treses or natural fedtures par-
ticularly worthy of permafient preservation, and may
make the same accessibie and convenient for public
use, and may dedicate them in perpetuity to the
people of the State for recreation and enjoyment..."

Also it is the policy of the Section to make available to the public, .
in ahy suitable manner, these lands for certain types of outdoor recreation.
It is for this reason Tabie‘é includes all State forests and fhé>ac+ivi+les
permitted in them. |

The land‘is fanaged primariily as a timber and pulp producing crop !and.
Much of the acreage is. reforested cuft-over woodland wHich has.been brought
under State ownership and restofred to a meaningfu! production rotation.

Redden State Forest totals 2,392 acres and is designated as East Redden
(east of U. S. 113) and West Redden (west of U. S. 113). The East Redden
Forest sefves as area management headquarters for all State forest lands in
Suséex County. Pending reconstruction after being partially déstroyed by
fire, the Redden Forest Lodge will be a day-camp facility for youth organi-
zations and a meeting facility for civic and church groups. The Lodge is
tucked away in a secluded part of the forest and providés an excellent oppor-
tunity fo be among the trees and explore the several miles of forest trails.

Located on West Redden Forest is a rustic picnic pavilion constructed during

the 1930's which will accommodate groups of 20 to 30 or several famllles.

- |2 -
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General ly accessible along U. S. Route 113 and Old State Road #213,
one mile south of Ellendale, The‘1,266vacres of woodland referred to as
Ellendale State Forest gives the traveler an impression of an extenslve
forest area. The visual quality of the area is due to the excellent
leblolly plne growth with well developed, unbroken sfandSanw-lining the
highway for a diéfance'of two miles. The picnic area familiar to all who
travel U. S. 113 was the first andside'picﬁic area constructed In Delaware,

Newest and second largest is Blackbird State Forest containing a -

total of 1,768 acres in six separa#é tracts. Alfhodgh the foresf.ffa¢+s are

‘predoﬁtnafeiy coverad with the oak-hickory forest type, over 200 acres of

loblolly and white pine plantations have been established. The Blackbird
Forest has become a favorite of Scoﬁ+ Troops for primitive ;ampiﬁg. A
resident forester is avallable to give informative talks and assistance

to private woodland owners. '

Since a S?afé Forestry Cbﬁm!ssion vias néf created until 1925, It was
difficult to purchasé fofesf Iand% in northern Defaware, &Iose to population
and Indus?riél canters,

Delaware's 6,327 acres of State forests (shown in Table 2) are dls-
tributed as follows: 69 percent in Sussex County, 3 percent In Kent County,
and 28 percent in New Castle County. |

Our presenf.fhrusf is to concentrate on the use and consolidation of

our three largest tracts - B!éckbird, Redden and Ellendale.

- |3 -



TABLE 2

Delaware State Forest Areas, Facllitles and Activities
Permitted and Avallable

* Includes six acres of land used for flre contro! towers.

u|4-

May 1972
: )]
o ]
[ = o -—
e 5 £ G
~ - — oy -
[#)] X o [0
© Q o ] 0
: ¥ = = a £ =
Area in c 0O X 5 © o
Area Acres 2 o I T P T
Blackbird 1,768 X X X X X X
'Red Lion 5 % X X X
Redden 2,992 X X X X X X
Owens 171 X X X X X
Appenzetler 119 X X X X
“Ellendale 1,266 X X X X X X
Total 6,327*

Shel+ersi

Fire Places
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STATE OF DELAWARE

BCALE IN MILES
L 10

OUTDOOR RECREATION AREAS
ADMINISTERED AS STATE FORESTS

1. Red Lion

2. Blackbird
3. Appenzeller
4. Owens

5. Ellendale
6. Redden
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State Parks

The Division of Parks, Recreation and Forestry Qperafes-nine State
parks: four in heavily populated New Castle County, oné in Kent Counfy,'
and four in Sussex County. All have fine facilities for both passive and
active recreation enthusiasts, Extensive additional developments afe »
underway in several pa?ks,~based on detai led master plans prepared by park
management, and recrea+ion experts. The facilities offered in dlfferent
parks are quite varied,

Lums Pond, just norTh»of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal in New Casfle
County, provides swimming, picnicking, boating, nature enjoyment, aﬁd youth

~group camping as its major features. |

Even closer to Delaware's population center, Brandywine Creek State
Park provides miles of nature and hiking trails over extremely scenic and
varied uptand terrain. Year round nature programg based on the park’g
modern nature center, and an active environmental education program
attract school classes, youth groups, and the geﬁeral publié,

| White Clay Creek State Park just north of Newark is in‘fhe_fifsf-sfage
of development, Intensive day Qse is expected.

Fort Delaware State Pa}k, recénfly designéfed as a National Historic
Landmark, offers picnickfng facilities as well as historical inferpfefive
programé, It is on Pea Patch Island in the Delaware River. The northern
end of +He Island is occupied by a heronry where eight species of egrets and
'hefons roo§+ or.nesf. A nature trail and overlook would make this a gr§a+

natural attraction,

- 16 -
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TABLE 3

Outdoor Recreation Areas and Permitted
AcTnviTies Under the Jurisdiction of the Division
of Parks, Recreaflon and Forestry

May 1972
(2]
[t
© " e
g o =2 - w
o [ =g Fa] (1] [+}]
o - - 1] Q (3]
- O U 0 = v w0
oy X < © [0 « ps } -
[ O o [e}] 0. [(] O 0 O [a M8
— - £ < [ R e < .
= j o = - () £ = - L Q
L 2 0z X 5 2 2 2 %=
Facility Acres Parcels & o & T = o & &6 O WL
White Clay Creek ©272.8 1 X X
Brandywine Creek 433,5 1 X X X %X X .6
Fort Delaware 161.1 2 X X x x x 18 5
Lums Pond 956.9 1 X x x -x x x 110 -2 32
Killen Pond 561.4 i X X x x x x 18
Cape Henlopen 1,445,9 ) x x x x x x210 39
Delaware Seashore 2,009.9 . 3 X X x x x x 4 1
Holts Landing 33.0 1 x %X x x x x 14
Trap Pond 965.3 1 x x x x x x320 37

Total  6,839.8%

* Excludes Delaware River Waferfronf currenfly under negotiation (con+ains
approximately 157 acres),

v.-‘|7.-



STATE OF DELAWARE

SCALE IN MILES
5

R e

OUTDOOR RECREATION AREAS ADMINISTERED
AS STATE PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS

1. White Clay Creek
2. Brandywine Creek
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3. Fort Delaware
orameeN, \ 4. Lums Pond
3 5. Killen Pond
& v 5 6. Cape Henlopen
) i i 7. Delaware Seashores
- jﬂ !?\T} Y 8. Holts Landing (Recreation Area)
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Area) - under negotliation
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Central Delaware's only major park (in Kent County) is Killen Pond
State Park. |t offers swimming, picnicking, active play areas, nature
tralls, and fishing as‘majoe attractions, It is the site of many camporees
by adult camplng organizations and by youth groups, with 500 to 1,000 or
more parTicipa+§ng in a single event,

‘The parks in Sussex County: Cape Henlopen, Delaware Seashorse, Holts
Landing, on salt wafer,-and Trap Pond, inland, are heavily used from May 'ti|
November, Readily‘accessible via the Bay Bridge, they attracted a total of
2,500,000 visitors in 1971,

‘Trap'Pond State Park, near Laurel, is highly picturesque with tall .
loblolly pines and the northernmost baldcypress swamp fn the nation. It
offers swimming, boaTing, fishing, family and group camping, picnicking, and
nafpre study.

The oTher_Three parks have béaéhes with ocean and/or bay swimming, surf
and bay fishing, and water-oriented activities. Cape Henlopen offers faml ly,
youth.group, and primitive camping, and well developéd nature study areas.

A sanctuary area has been establlished for sea birds, Miles of paved roads
traverse this former military base and provide the best bicycling In the park
system. Family camping and surfing are offered at Delaware Seashore State
Park. The Indién River Boat Basin,'lncorporafed is located here providing
extremely convenient accass to fine fishing areas in the bays ‘and. the

ocean. Extensive boating is possible; the Lewas-Rehoboth Canal provides

for further additional boat travel.

As of May 1972, the State Parks System Included some 6,840 acres,

Brandywine Springs Park, formerly State-cwned, was transferred to the New

Castle County Parks and Recreation Department in 1971,

- |9 =



Fish and Wildlife Areas

The Fish and Wildliife Division provides public hunting and fishing
areas for all interested persons. Presently, the Division has 21,361
acres under its Jurisdiction. However, the Division realizes that its
present holdings are inadequate and continues a policy established a few
years ago to acquire additional land and water areas for public enjoyment.

Three large tracts of land in central Delaware are used for both large
and smal! game hunting. These wildlife areas are Blackiston, near Kenton,
Petersburg, near Felton, and Milford Neck, near Milford. Hunting is also
allowed along the Chesapeake and Delaware Cana! lands. Although the Federal
government owns most of these lands, they are used for public hunting through
a licensing agreement between the two agencies (Federal and State).

Five of the State waterfow! hunting areas exceed 500 acres; Augustine
Beach Wildlife Area in New Castle County encompasses 1,409 acres. Woodland
Beach VWildlife Area, in northeast Kent County, consists of 3,771 acres. The
Little Creek Area, east of Dover, has a total of 3,866 acres. Primehook
Wildiife Area fs in northeast Sussex County and confaiﬁs 635 acres. In
southeast Sussex County is the Assawoman Wildlife Area with 1,460 acres.

The Woodland Beach and Littte Creek areas both have large frontages on
the Delaware Bay and are very close to the Bombay Hook National Wildlife
Refuge. The Primehook area is near an area being acquired for another
fedéral wildlife area similar to the Bombay Hook National Wild!ife Refuge.
The Assawoman Wildlife Area is on Little Assawoman Bay and is very close
to the Atlantic Ocean. There are a few other areas used for waterfow!

hunting, but they are presently too small for much development. Other game,
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both large and smaltl, .is also prevalent and accessible to sportsmen ih these
areas.

The Delaware River, the Delaware Bay, and the Atlantic Ocean consflfufé
the eastern boundary of the State, affording salt water fishérmen’some of the
best fishing in the country. The Fish and Wifdllfe Division, In order to
provide access to these waters aé-well as to other tidewater rivers and bays,
has acqulred many conveniently located boat launch sites. The most heavily
used b§a+ faunches that they have constructed are as follows: Augustine
Beach §n the Delaware River, Woodland Beach and Bowers Beach on ThevDelaware
Bay, several sites in the indlan River - Rehoboth Bay - Assawoman Bay area,
Lewes at the Lewes and Rehoboth Canal, Milton on the Broadkill River and
Philips Landing on the Nanticoke River, now known as Nanticoke Wildllfe Area.

The Fish and Wildlife Division has purchased many fresh wafer‘ponds and
has reflooded other old pond sites, providing excellent fresh water fishing
throughout the State. The most popular State-owned pond in New Castle

County Is Lums Pond, just north of Chesapeake and Delaware Canal. Good

fishing in Kent County can be found at Garrisons Lake, Andrews lLake, Derby Pond,

McGinnis Pond, Coursey Pond and McCauley Pond. Near Milford are Silver Lake,
Haven Lake, Griffiths Lake and Blairs Pond; all four are split by the Kent -
Sussex County Line,

Suséex County ponds that offer good fishing including Abbotts Pond,
Craigs Pond, Portsville Pond, Records Pond, Horsey Pond, Raccoon Pond, and
Ingrams Pond. Many of these ponds have attractive picnic areas. Phofography
possibitities are numerous at these places, particularly at some of the clear

water ponds in the southern part of the State,
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TABLE 4

Division of Fish and Wildlife

Outdoor Recreation Areas Under the Administration of the
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May 1972
Acres
Total Land Water
1. Lums Pond 563.0 413.0 150.0
2. Reedy !Island 50.0 50.0 -
3, Augustine Beach 1,408.9 1,408.9 -
4, Appoquinimink Wildlife Area 33.7 33,7 -
5. Woodland Beach 3,771.,2 3,771,2 -
6. Duck Creek 12.6 12.6 -
7. Blackiston Wildlife Area 1,417.1 1,417.1 -
8. Garrisons lLake 101.9 2.9 99.0
9. Little Creek Wildlife Area 3,866.2 2,601.2 1,265.0
10. SPCA Dog Shelter 2.0 2.0 -
11. Moores Lake 58.7 12.2 46 .5
12. 39,0 39.0 -
13. Petersburg Wildlife Area 3,463.2 3,463,2 -
14. Derby Pond 15.0 .3 14,7
15. McGinnis Pond 137.6 102.6 35.0
16. Bowers Baach Access Area 13.1 13,1 -
17. Andrews Lake 24,3 12.3 12.0
18. Courcey Pond 63.8 4.8 59.0
19. McCauley Pord 55.0 - 55.0
20. Milford Neck 1,374.8 1,374.8 -
21. Silver Lake 34.3 .3 34.0
22. Haven Lake 92.7 17.3 75.4
25, Griffiths Lake 35.0 .3 34,7
24, Blairs Pond 94.0 67.0 27.0
25. Abbotts Pond 25.3 10.3 15.0
26, Cedar Creck 15.0 15.0 -
27. Fowtler Baach 2.0 2.0 -
28. Primzhook Wildlife Area 635.0 635.0 -
29, Mil+on Access Area .7 7 -
30, Vaples Pond 73.0 3.0 70.0
31. Lewes Access Area 1.7 1.7 -
' 32. Gordon Pond 300.0 - 300.0
33. Rohohoth Bay Recreation Area 33.9 33.2 .7
34, Rehchoth Rav Access Area 10.0 10.0 -~
25, 1.8 1.8 -
36. Grave! Hill 7.4 2.4 5.0
37. Rosedale Baach Access Area 10.0 10.0 -
38. Pepper Creek ) 17.5 17.5 -
39, Assoweoman Wildlife Area 1,459.9 1,059.9 400.0
40. Ingrams Pond 43.0 8.2 34.8
41, Raccoon Pond 4,4 - 4.4
42, Horsey Pond 68.0 8.0 60.0
43, Records Pond 99.8 8.9 90.9
44, Portsville Pond 33.0 18.0 15.0
45, Nanticoke Wildlife Area 1,761.0 1,761.0 -
46, Craigs Pond 16.0 2,0 14.0
47, Tussock Pond (Collins) 15,3 3.3 12.0
Total 21,360.8 18,431,7 2,929,1
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OUTDOOR RECREATION AREAS ADMINISTERED
AS FISH AND WILDLIFE AREAS

Lums Pond

Reedy lsiand

Augustine Beach Wi ld!life Area
Appoquinimink Wildlife Area
Woodland Beach ’

Duck Creek

Blackiston Wildlife Area
Garrisons Lake

Little Creek Wild!life Area
SPCA Dog Shelter

Moore's Lake

Fox Hall :
Petersburg Wildlife Area
Derby Pond

McGinnis Pond

Bowers Beach Access Area
Andrews Lake

Coursey Pond

McCauley Pond :
Mi Iford Neck Wildllfe Area
Stiver Lake

Haven Lake

Griffiths Pond .

Blairs Pond

Abbotts Pond

Cedar Creek Access Area
Fowlaer Beach Access Area
Primehook Wildlife Area

Ml {ton Access Area

Waples Pond

Lewes Access Area

Gordon Pond Wildlife Area
Rehoboth Bay Recreation Area
Rehoboth Bay Access Area
Rabbits Ferry

Gravel Hill

Rosedale Beach Access Area
Pepper Creek Access Area
Assawomen Wildlife Area
Ingrams Pond

Raccoon Pond

Horsey Pond

Records Pond

Portsville Pond .

Nanticoke Wildlife Area
Craigs Pond

Tussock Pond (Collins)
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Roadside Rest Areas

The Division of Highways maintalins 36 roadside rest and @lcnlc areas
throughout +ﬁe State, Qifh more belﬁg planned or under consfrUCTfon. ?The,
leve! of development varies with all areas. All have picnic fébles and some
‘ have saanary facnlsfles, provision for outdoor cooklng or pfayground equip-
ment. Approxomafely 60 acres are used for rest areas. |

The State has several parcels of land that were purchased in conjunction
with road buildlng that are large enough for recreational uses. Some are
used as picnic areas and rest stations, others are large enough for nature
study, and many-of'fhe exhausted borrow pits have recreational péssibill?les.
The Little Leagqe.baseball flelds at Smyrna-Clayton are oh former borrow pits
and arebgood éxamples of land reclamaflonr

There is no record of law which mandates the use of hlghway land to -
outdoor recreaflon, unless it is In compliance wlfh The federal regulations
established by the Bureau of Public Roads. The site norfh of Smyrna s a
large area.fhaf has been establiished as a roédside-res+ by +hé U. S, Bureau
of -Public Roads. ‘

The Division of Highways has, however, adopted the policy Thaf it should

effectively and fully utilize 1ts lands and is striving to follow this policy

by establishing and maintaining roadside rests, picnic areas, and playgrounds -

facilities which will aid the traveler.
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Public Education Institutions

Oufdoorlafhlefic facilifjes at many schools are available.affer s5chool
hours for recreational qupbses. Usually fhere.ié a(nominal charge for the
use of facilities fo pay for extra custodial expense and u+ili+ie§. Whefher
or not a certain school site is available for outdoor recreation Qseﬁis:af the
discretion of the individual school district. However, the State has adopted
fﬁe policy that the areas should be made available if there i§ no inter-
ference wlith school use.

A survey was conducted in May 1972, to determine the extent and type of
facilities offeréd by the respective school districts. These faciiifieé are
of considerable value as they often provide the most readily available
recreational opportunity for nearby residents, especlally those persons who
reside within the community in which the facility is iocafed;v It is
unfortunate to note, howaver, that the faéilifies are noT ofTen part of any
on-going recreation programs and their potential is‘no+ fully utilized.

The dé+a for New Castle County was gathered through a,mqre comprehensive
survey conducted by the New Castle County Parks and Récreafion Department.
The data fof'Kenf’and Sussex Counties was obtalned from the individual school
districts and assembled into the Tablés_?haf}follow.'

: Nofe‘fhaf "recreation program’” as used here covers only those organi zed
écfivffies which arebog+§ide of the regular-school recreé+ion and sports
--programs.. I+ should also be noted that fhéfe aré séme inconsistencies In the
use of terms among the Varfdus districts, especially in regard to the manner

in which athletic fields are defined and counfeq. '
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TABLE 6

‘School Facllities in Kent County by School District, April 1972

Indoor Facllitles (No.)

Audi toriums

Gymnas i ums

Club Rooms (all types)
Multi-Purpose Rooms

Total

- Qutdoor Facllities (No.)

Athletic Fields
Playgrounds with Equipment
Tennis Courts

Swimming Faci|1+ies
Multi-Purpose Courts

© Other*

Total

" Recreation Programs¥**

. Existence of Programs
"~ Schoo! Sponsored

- Other Sponsor:
Municipal

Other

Tota! Acres In Schoo! Use
(Al! purposes)

Caesar Lake : Kent Vo-

Smyrna Capital Rodney Forest Milford! Tech
2 N/A 2 0 4 0

2 N/A 8 0 5 0
10 0. 0 2 1 1
4 N/A 0 4 0 0
18 12 10 6 10 1
6 6 4 5 3 0

5 7 7 4 8 0

0 . 6 8 2 8 0

0 0 0 0 0 0

0 2 0 0 1 0

4 0 0 2 0 0

15 21 19 13 20 0.
YES YES NO YES YES NO
NO N/A - YES YES -
YES N/A - NO YES -
YES - - - NO -
NO - - - YES -
191 81 190 158 130 63.9

% Other includes basketball courts, undesignated paved play areas, etc.
%* Excludes recreation programs and intramural sports programs whtch are

part of the regular school activities and schedule.

1 - lncludes only fhe Oufdoor Facillties at Ellendale - school closed.
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TABLE 7
School Facilities in Sussex County by School Dfsfricf, April 1972

Cape Indian Sussex
Woodbridge Seaford Laure! Delmar Henlopen River Vo-Tech

Indoor Facllities (No.)

Auditoriums 3 3 0 1 2 2 0
Gymnasiums 5 2 1 3 6 0
Club Rooms (all 1ypes) 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Combinations/Multi- :
purpose 90 -2 3 9 2 -4 0
Total 5 10 5 3 10 12 0
Outdoor Facilities (No.)
Athletic Fields 2 1 1 1 2 4 0
Playgrounds with Eqqu.' 3 5 3 1 5 11 0
Tennis Courts 2 4 2 0 2 4 0
Swimming Facllities 0 0 - 0 0 0 0 0
MMThPmpmemeh 1 0 1 0 0 4 0
Other* 0 -9 ) 9 9 -0 2
To®al 8 10 7 2 9 23 0
Recreation Programs**
Existence of Programs NO YES YES YES YES YES NO
School Sponsored - NO ~ NO NO NO NO -
Other Sponsor: - YES YES  YES YES YES -
Municipal : - - N/A ~ YES NO NO NO -
Other - N/A YES YES YES YES -
Tota!l Acres in School Use ' i
(All purposes) 181 100 150 20 119 150 85

¥ Other includes undesignated play areas, etc.
_ *¥%  Excludes recreation programs and Intramural sports programs which are part of
the regular school activities and schedule.
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Inventory of Public Areas Used for
Outdoor Recresatlon Under County and
Munlcipal Ownership
Public bodies which have jurisdiction over outdoor recreation areas
other than the State and Federal governments are counties and Incorporated
municipalities. To date, only one of the three counties, and less than half
of the municipalities, have established public outdoor recreation areas or

manage lands for outdoor recreation purpcses,

County Outdoor Recreation Areas

With the exception of the State and Federal agencieé, New Castie County
has the Iargés+ total amount of outdoor recreation land under its jurisdiction.
The County has jurisdfc+ion over 3,060 acres ranging in size from play lots
under five acres, to a reservation of over four hundred and sixty acfes. Most
ot the areas are classified as neighborhood or district parks where very
active recreation pursuits are conducted. 1t can be seen that the majority
of the County parks have been strategically located to éerve the more
densély populaféd areas, |t appears that the most prevalent uses connected
with these park areas are playgrounds, picnicking, baské+ba|l, baseball and of
course open-areas. These outdoor recreation areas presently under the
jurisdiction of the New Castle County Park and Recreation Department are
contributing to the overall need for recreation areas for De lawareans, as

well as contributing to the need for urban recreation areas.
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TABLE 8

Outdoor Recreatlon Areas :
Administered by New Castle County Parks and Recreation Department

KEY
TYPE
P - Playlot - under 5 acres
N - Neighborhcod - 5 to 30 acres
D - District - 30 to 75 acres
R - Reglonal - 75 to 200 acres
Res - Reservation - Over 200 acres

Brandywine District

i,
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10,

.

12,
13.
14,
15.
16.
17,
18.
19,
20.
21.
22,
23.
24,
25.
26,
27.
28.
29,
30.
31.
32,
33.
34,
35,
36,

Alapocas Woods
Bonsal I

Brandywood
Carrcroft
Chapelicroft
Darleywecods
Darimouth Woods
Davon

Davonshire
Edenridge

Fair Rock Park
Graylyn Hills Park
Graylyn Park South
Greenmeadow
Greentree

Harvey Mill Park
Hollyhill

Longview Farms
Lynnfleld

Naamans Park North
Qaklane Manor
Perkins Run

Prior Road Tract
Radnor Green
Sellers Park
Shellburne
She!l!lpot Park North
Shallpot Park South
Stonevrun Park
Woadbroolk

Hoodley Park
Northcrest
Rockford Park
Brandywine Park
Bringhurst Woods
Bach'al Property (Talley Schoel)
District Total
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#8)

#6)

#31)

USE CODE .

1 Baseball/Softball
2 Basketball
3 Football/Soccer
4 Playground
5 Picnic

6 Other

N No Use Reported

Type Uses
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Midway District

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
8b
9.
10.
1.
12,
13,
14,
15,
16,
17,
18.
19,
20,
21,
22,
23,
24,
25,
26,

Albertson Park

Calf Run North

Calf Run South

Canby Park West
Crossgates

Delcastle

Dunliden Acres
Glenville

Graylyn

Highland West

Hyde Park

Mi | 1town Park
Montherne Park
Montclare

Pleasant Hills
Shemvioad Park
Shermvrood Park 11
Westgate Farms
Wostview .

Woodland Run

Gateway Farms

Powzl| Ford Tract
Canby Park
Greenhi il Golf Course
Brandywine Springs Park
Brandywine Springs Manor
District Total

New Castle District

].
2,
3.
4,
5‘
6.
7l
8.
9.

10.
11,
12,
13,
14,
15,

16,

Airport Villa
Alban Park
Chelcea Manor
Coventry Ridge
Dunlei+h
Garfleld Park
Glendale
Jefferson Farms
Llangolen

Penn Acres
Simonds Gardens
Wi imington Manor Gardens
Reseqote
Pambleton Acres
Lewdan Greene
Banning Park
District Total

TABLE '8 (continued)
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Western District

1..

2,
3.
4,
5l
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

11.

12,
130
14,
15,

. 160

17.
18.

New

Becks Pond
Brookbend
Chape! Hill
Cool Run
Delpark Manor
Eastburn Acres
Grendon Farms
Harmony Brook
Heritage Park
Meadowwood
Pinecrest
Riverbend Park
Robscott Manor
Windymill
Varlano

Iron HI I
Wiggon's Mill
Carouse!l Farms
District Total

Castle County

Brandywline
Ml dway
New Castle
Western

Total

799.1

1,032,5
498.8

3,063,6

TABLE 8 (continued)
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‘Municipal Recreation Areas

The majority of the municipally operated recreation areas are located
in New Castle County where the population is most densely congregated.
Park facilities are located in Wilmington, Newark, New Castle, Elsmere,
Townsend and Delaware City. The majority are in Wilmington which has 39
areas encompassing some 187.3 acres. |t should be noted that some other
areas are owned by the City bu+ leased to and managed by New Castlie County.
Wilmingtons' areas range from passive use parkways to active swimming pools,
playgrounds and ballfields., The facilities are among the most varied of any
leve) or unit of governmsnt and also include monuments, vest-pocket parks,
landscaped traffic islands or *triangles, parkways, and other passive areas
as well as the more traditional recreation facilities. |
Newark has the second most developed park and recreation system with
over 122 acres in 10 areas. Most of these areas are for active recreation
including tennis, basketball, swimming and similaf activities. The rest of
the New Castle Coun?y.municipalifies have a combined total of 8 areas and over
97 acres. A complete list of the facilities in New Castle County, their size
and predominate uses can be found In the following tables.
Recreational needs In Kent and Sussex Counties are belng addressed in
part by some 60 municipally-owned sites encompassing almost 500 acres.
The majority of these sites are located in Dover which has 25 sites and some
209.6 acres devoted to active and passive recreational uses.
Water-based recreation and a water-orientation seem to predominate in
these two counties with Smyrna, Dover, Wyoming, Milford, Milton, Millsboro,

Rehoboth Beach, and Seaford having facillties located on impoundments or
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major watercourses. Lewes, Rehoboth Beach and Bethany Beach are oriented
to their bay or ocean frontage and include prime beachlands for recreational
uses. The distribution and predominate uses of the municipally-owned

recreation areas are shown In the following tables.
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TABLE 9

Municipal Outdoor Recreation Areas
New Castle County

Wi lmlngton

Bancroft Parkway
Harrison Trlangle
Brown Park

Canby Grove
Christiana Park
Columbus Triangle
Compton Park

Concord Triangle
Conrad

Cool Spring Park

Coyne Playground
Delaware Park

Eastlake Playground
Eden Park

Freeway Playground
Haynes Park

Johnston Playground
Kirkwood Park

Kruse Pool

Lincoln Park

Lovering Avenue

Mack Park

Madlson Park

Matson Run Parkway

0Old Brandywine VI1llage
Price Run Park

Pulaski Triangle
Rodney Square

Soldiers and Sailors Monument
Stapler Park

Tatnall Playground
Tilton Park

11+h and VWashlngton Triangle
23rd and Madisen Triangle
VYalley Garden Park
West Playground
Woodlawn Park

City Total

Acres

Predominate Uses

u—y
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None reported - passive use
None reported - passive use
Softball, Football, Playground
None reported

Softball, Picnic

None reported - passive use
None reported

None reported - passive use
Basketball, Playground
Plavground

Playground

Basketball, Playground, Picnic
Basketbal!l, Playground, Picnic
Baseball, Basketball, Football,
Piayground

Playground, Tennis

Baskeibal

Basketball, Playground
Swimming

Basehall, Basketball, Playground
None reported

4, Basketbal!l, Softball, Playground
2. Baskethaltl, Softball
29.3 None reported - passive use
1.7 Basketball, Playground
38.5 Softball, Basketball, Playground
0.3 MNone reported - passive use
1. Nena reported - passive use
0.1 Monument
2.0 Bosketball, Playground
0.6 Playground
2,9 Playground
0. Nene renorted - passive use
0. Nene reporied - passive use
10.2 None reported
0.2 Basketball, Playground
3. Softball, Basketball, Playground
187.3
- 35 -
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Newark
Barksdale/Casho Mi |
Dickey Playground
Falrfield Playground
Kells Avenue Playground
Kershaw Playground
Lumbrook Playground
McKees Run Playground
New London Playground
Phillips Playground
R1ttenhouse Park

Total

Elsmere
Maple Avenue Playground
Tamarack Avenue Playground
Linden Avenue Playground
Junction Avenue Flayground
Dumont and Osborne Roads

Total
New Castle
. Battery Park
Total
Townsend
Town Park
Total

DelaWare City
Community Center

Total

" County Total

Wi lmington
Newark
Elsmere

New Castle
Townsend
Dzalaware City

ToTal_

TABLE 9 (continued)

Acres Predominate Uses
17.5 None reporféd
8.2 Softball, Basketball, Swimming, Playground
8.0 Softball, Football, Tennis, Playground
5.2 None reported
4,6 Basketball, Tennis, Playground, Picnic
5.3 Basketball, Tennls, Playground
4,0 None reported
4,5  Softball, Basketball, Playground
13.7 Softball, Football, Basketball, Tennls, Picnic
46.5 Playground, Picnic
122.0
5.2 Basketball, Playground, Picnic
0.3 Basketball, Playground
2.3 Softball, Basketbal!, Playground
1.0 Basketball, Playground
-2.9 None reported
11.7
78.0 Softball, Basketball, Tennis, Playground
78.0
1.0 Softball, Basketbal!
1.0
7.0 Playground, Summer Youth Center
7-0 -
187.3
122.0
1.7
78.0
1.0
7.0
407.0
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STATE OF DELAWARE

BCALE IN MILES
4 5 10

"MUNICIPAL OUTDOOR RECREATION AREAS

1@ Numb‘er of Munlicipa!l Areas

go0

e,
- R
9
A )
b o
. \\V
TN D
P sowsus
)

FREDERMTA
12 9
- M-“,fx

eroAn 1 f\P A

LY

P /"‘A"\i‘\ - H\ SLAUGHTER AEACH
'?( )

/”f

Lia)
el N ‘o)
‘ 16 ELLENDALE n
o . 3 N CAPE
™~ GREENWOQO - %‘ \ HENLOPEN
3
! Hazon ' -1 .
1] . »
R .
[ e,
0‘ BRIDGEVILLE . B .
! RE] R HeroRoTH Brac
m' 118 & T3y \

) . ) GEQRCETHWN

. . ;

! g

H sur_oan S

e tS, AP ET]

R BLADES

1

v

'

]

1

Bk

BETHANY BEACH

SECOYVILLY

FENWACK
o b? {54 e e Y e |

: -39 -



PRIVATE RECREATION IN DELAWARE -

New Castle Couﬁfy

Game playfng and picnicking are the most prevalent uses.aT these-
places in New Casfle County. Also pOpu1ar are sightseeing and hiking.
Northern New Castle County has the only rolling terrain In Delawéré, and
the small amount of winter skiing that is done in the State is done there.
%he streams that are most desirable for canoeing are in this same area. |
The following table includes the private recreation facilities in New Castle

County as of May 1972.

TABLE 11

Private Outdoor Recreation Areas
New Castie County

ACTIVITY
. ‘
©
o >
o — hel
|- (0] w s |
— c + o 8 .
Q. = O o c o -
Q 4 — -— c o O o c
(4] O 4+ ¢4 o — [ | =y c c <
- - (V] . c O: E — — — -
= < - 3 — > € c + +- - Q.
o 0 &£ 4+ x 0O = v ®©o € =— E&
— —_ +- © — o = -— o] 3 (o} ©
Name v A<« Z I O ¢ kL. @ T & O
~ Noxontown Pond x X X X x X X X
Collins Beach x
Delaware River Outboard _
‘Marina - X
Ft+. Christina Marina =~ . T X o X
Castle Hills " : '
Liftwood -
Brookview Apartments
" Bookside Park ) ,
Garfield Park : » x
Forwood _ -
Redmont T , S
~ Camp Mattahoon. : : . X X . X
Ramb!er Boat Works . i- o : ‘ X
- 40 -



TABLE 11 (continued)

ACTIVITY
0
.‘—U
o >
(o)) - o
. O W b~ ] .
— < +- o))
Q - (8] (%} c ()]
Q X o oma | = [#)} o o
n. O + O (o)) - — = [=d [ =
= = ] e e 8] E o= = -
L [ — 3 o > E £ + + L o
o2 L £ H ¥ L 7z 2 88 5 3
Name . ek 2 ¥ s & 4 2 8
Eleutherian Mil|s* b3
Old Swedes Church* X
Corbit-~Sharp House* X
New Castle Historic District. . x - . ‘
Wi lmington Skating Club Skating
Hanby. Trustees XX . :
Woodlawn Trustees x X X X x
. KOA/Bear X
Hagley Museum : X
Magic Age of Steam Museum X
Mt. Cuba Observatory " ' X
Winterthur Museum X - A
Brookside Golf Course EREY S , ' X
Rock Manor Golf Course - T X
Lyons Memorial Park . War Memorial Park
Subdivision Holdings' o _ (187.8 acres in 43 areas)

* Registered Historic Landmark

In addition to these facilities there are a number of private golf
courses with restricted memberships. These have not been included in the

inventory due to their cIOSedTnafure.;

1 Note: These areas are used primarily for active recreational use with the
degree of development depending on local needs, Interests and capabilities.
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Sussex County

Camping is a popular useage of private recreation areas in Sussex County,
especially In the southeast part of the County, because of the many other
activities assoéia+ed with the Atlantic Ocean and Rehoboth and Indian River
Bays. Golffng and boating faciliflés are also heavily used. The next most
popular activity occurring on private recreation land in the County is
fishing, both fresh and salt water versions being excellent at most times.
Table 12 shows +he brivafe recreatlon areas and Thelrecreafion activities

they suppor% as of May 1972.

TABLE 12

Private Recreation Areas
Sussex County

ACTIVITY
0
2
= 3
- pu
S0 > (o}
o © T Q
c ©O W 3 o
- + o w
O - 16 I 7 c o . ~
Q X @ e - £ O O O (=]
v O 4+~ O O - - £ £ © . <
4--—0,!-,:05-.—.— —_
£ £ = T = > L + 4+ = a
© 6 g § X 0 3 w8 5 5 8
Name w o £ 2 8 & & 2 O O
Arnold Palmer Dr. Range X
Bay Shore Campsites X X X X
Camp Antliock X X
Careys Camp X X
Collins Pond X X
Cubbage Pond X X x X
Del~Mar-VYa Camp X X
Fleetwoods Pond X X
Hearn Pond X X
Hickmans Marina X
Indian River Yacht Basin X X A
log Cabin Hill X X x x
Love Creek Trailer Park X X
- Lowes Recreation Area X X x X X
Lynn Lee Mobil Village X X X x
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- TABLE

" Name
Masseys Landing
Misspillion Light
Murrays Farm
Nanticoke Shores, Inc.
0Old Landing Golf Course
0ld Inlet Campsite
Pier Point Marina
Pine Haven Campsite
Pot-Nets Park ‘
Ralnbow Cove Marina

Laure] Airport

Georgetown (County) Airpor#
Steamboat Landing
Vloodenhawk Camp Ground
Treasure Beach -

Big Oaks Camp

Holly Tree

Leisure Point

~Plne Tree Campslite

Holly Lake

Rehoboth Airport
Rehoboth Bay Sailing Area
Rehoboth Bay Marina
Rehoboth Country Club
Sandy Cove Camping Area
Seaford CGolf

Seaside Campsite

Shawns Hideaway

Shawnee Country Club
Shockleys Boat-Tel

South Shore Marina
Sussex Recreation Center
Sussex Country Club
Swann Keys

Tuckahoz Acres
Vhitehouse Farm

Holiday Campground

Sightseeing

12 (continued)
ACTIVITY
H
F:
‘0 >
o & 3
c - o
T 2 @ £ 2 o
O + Q ()] -— a— c
- o “ .E [§) E ot
6 = £ % 0 £ 4
& X 2 T B & L
’ : x
X
X X X X X
X
XX
. X
b 4 '
X X : X X
(Flying)
(Flying)
X ' X X
X X X X X
X XX
X X X
X X X
P E X X
x .
(Filying)
X X X
: X
X
X : X X
x .
X X X
X X X
X
X
. X
x {archery)
X
X X X
X X

S - 43 -
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Hunting/Shooting
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TABLE 12 (continued)

ACTIVITY
w
[
+ o
— =
— +
o > Q
[+)) © ° Q
[ =4 o [F 3 g
— [ += o [2,]
Q - (8] w [~ o ~
o 4 — - o (o)) (o)}
O O+ o0 © — = £ £ ¢
+ - o € O E = = e
R [ —_— =] o > E = + + -
. (o)) Q - ._C + X O — n 1] o '5
Name > 58 & 2 £ 58 &6 o 8 22 8
Air Stream Assocliation
Seaford Pool X
Seaford Civic Association X :
Seaford Tennis Club X
Jayecee Playground X
Jaycee Pool (Seatord) X
Nanticoke Sportsman Club ‘ x

In addition to these facilities many towns in all three counties offer
facilities for organized baseball (Little League—?ype); usually under the
sponsorship of civic or social organizations and clubs. Other facilif!es
are In various stages of development, at least two of which are campsites,
one of which wiil be located near Blackbird Landing and is known as Delmora

_Park and the other is a KOA facility in Sussex County near Ocean View.
Other similar facilities are In the process of being developed; however,

their inclusion here would be premature.
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Kent County
Hunting and picnicking are the leading activities at Kent County

private recreation areas. Swimming and the operation of private aircraft
are also enjoyed by'farge numbers of people. The following table |ists

the private recreation facilities in Kent County as of May 1972,

TABLE 13
Private Outdoor Recreation Areas
Kent County
ACTIVITY
()] >
g o 2 3
2 < oX & $o o
5 0 £¥Z o o Bf £ 2 2 2
E s 28 5 £ 82 E Z % %
[#)] [¥] £ e 4. X [ o - [ o -_—
* Name 6 & o= 2z 2 s © 8 2 8
American Leglon - X
Artis Stables X
Ash Park oo x xS '
Barratts Chapel (Museum)
Bowars Beach : . X X
Camp George X X X X X X X
Councils Stables : x x
De! Air Park : (Flying)
Del Loo : X X
Da Marie Farm X
Dover Falrwoys ~ X
Eastern Shore Fox Club X
Carrisons Lake Golf S X X x X
Co-Cart X
Fork Landing - I G X
Haven Lake x X '
Jenkins Alrport X . : (Flying)
Fant Swim Club. X X X :
Map ledale Country Club : . : X X
Milford Alrport ; (Flying)
Miller Farm X C X
M!1lers Pond : ' X X
Marris Ponds ' X
The Oaks : X .
Pleasanton Farm - , : x
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TABLE 13 (continued)

ACTIVITY
o
[12] [
© -
— o
o L2 3z &
c O w3
- e X
Q = O o O o .
W X e o £ © o O
v U0 = 09 O n - £ ©c Cc
+ =0 L Q E = e e
L L = O =t E £ ¥ 4+ N
> 2 £ 5 25338853
Name »w O &« Z T T " w @& I o
Smyrna Airport (Flying) '
Smyrna Swimming x X X
Voshel ls Pond % X
Wheelers Park X" X x X X X
Woodland Beach X X
Woodside Railroad (Cedar Park) X
Kenton Gun Club X
Dover Country Club : X X
KOA - Dover X ’ X X

Other Private Conservation Ho}dings

In addition to the lands owned by the variocus levels of govérnment and
those used in conjunction with private-commercial recreation purposes, over
10,300 acres in Delawars are owned by Delaware Wildlands. This non-profit
conservation group, established in 1961, is dedicated to the preservation of
properties it deems irreplacééatle and worthy of protection in this natural
state. The emphasis of Dalaware Wildlands originally was the preservation
of the stands of Baldcypress In Cypress Swamp and near Trap Pond iAn Sussex
County. More recently, the organization has expanded its emphasis to the
New Castle County and Kent County wetlands, especially those along the
Delaware Bay. Of the 10,300 acres owned by +he‘organizafion,_gpproximafely
4,900 acres are. located in Sﬂﬁséx County, 3,200 acres in Kén}iﬁbuﬁfg énd
2,200 acres in New Castle County. Approximately 700 ac%és;fadJaCent'+o the
Cypress Swamp, aré owned by the organization in Maryland. The areas owned
by Delaware Wildlands are open for public use with permission for nature

study, hiking, riding, and hunting.
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In addition to these holdings, approximately 2,000 - 3,000 acres of
land are in "private conservation reserves' and held for conservation purposes.
These areas are generaily managed.in accérdance with the State and Federal
programs, however, the areas are reéfricfed to prIic use without perm?sslon.
Additionally, over 29;000 acres are owned by private paper and pulpwood
companies. Most of thesa ownerships are located in Sussex County with the
majority being the 11,000 acres owned by the Glatfelter Pulpwood Company,
and almost 10,000 acres owned by Chesabeake Pulpwood Company. Thase areas,
according‘fo the above companies, are -open for hunting by permit, however,
other uses are restricted due to the +hrea+ of fire and the lack of sanitary
facilities. These areas are managed by professional foresters and are

selectively cut and reforested to assure a sustained growth of marketable

timber. Many smaller tracts are also known to.be owned by lumber or timber

interest, however, the exact number and extent of these ownerships could not
be ascertalned. These areas contribute to the State's outdoor recraation
supply and provide valuable open spaces, however, thelr long~range value is

seriously constrained by thelr commercial character.
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TABLE 14

Ownership of Public Recreation Land
by Type of Government#*

May 1972
Agency Acres
Federal o
Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge 16,280
Primehook National Wildlife Refuge 6,655
Corps of Engineers - C and D Canal 5,271
Ki lcohook National Wildlife Refuge 1,487
29,693
State
Archives and Cultural Affairs 93
Forests 6,327
Parks ’ 6,840
Fish and Wildlife ' 21,361
~ Highways - Roadside Rests (est.) 60
‘ 34,681
County
New Castle _ 3,064
Municipal
New Castle County 407
Kent and Sussex Counties - 493
__900
68,338

¥Excluding educational facllity areas - acreage of these fac!!ities
is difficult to accurately ascertain.
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INVENTORY MAINTENANCE

This updating of the State's Outdoor Recreation Inventory ralses a
common issue - the problem of maintenance. While this lInventory corrects
a weakness In Delaware's State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan,

l.e., the lack of data comparability, It only represents one point in time.
The same amount of effort will be necessary to update the inventory again
at some future date, unless some method is devised to keep the dafa current.

This probleﬁ Is being addressed in the public sector in that the State
maintains a fairly sophisticated property inventory system and the major
municipalities and New Castle County have a routine updating mechanism.

The private sector, however, 1s almost impossible to routinely assembla.

The Sol! Conservation Offiées of the U. S. Department of-Agriculfufe in

each county keep an informal survey, while the State Department of Natural:
Resoufces and Environmental Control maintains a good record of non-profit

and local recreation assistance grant recipients. In New Castle County the
Parks and Recreation Department maintalns a current list of private recreation
facilities, especially those developed as part of sﬁbdivisions.

A more promising opportunity for continued maintenance of the recreation
inventory lies in the efforts of the U. S. Department 6f Agriculture's
Resource Conservation and Development Project. The data in this Inventory
was provided to the Resource Conservation and DeQelopmenf staff for use In
their project plan. As part of‘+he operation's plan, each recreation project
reviewed for possible Resource Conservation and Development, or other funding
or assistance, will be added to the Inventory. Further, one récdﬁmended

project measure (proposal) is the development of a grid-based méechanized
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method for geographic coding of all types of resource inventory data. This
process would use the State's modified grid procedures and would assign a
unique grid coordinate to each inventory record. This data could be
maintained on IBM cards or tapes and could be plotted with the use of various
computer data plotter devices. |t is hoped that this method will be operational

in time for the next updating of Delaware's Outdoor Recreation Plan.
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